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ABSTRACT 

As a result of an earlier project conducted by the 
Council of Chief State School Officer's Project on Humanities and the 
Schools, 76 programs in the humanities were identified for their 
efforts to improve the teaching of humanities between 1972 and 1983. 
From these projects, 20 exemplary projects were selected for 
inclusion in this catalog. The programs serve as examples of a 

ty of ways in which states can contribute to better humanities 
programs at different levels: elementary, middle, or secondary; 
urban, suburban, or rural; and/or gifted or general. Some programs 
concentrate on the development of One humanities discipline such as 
history or literature, while others pursue the £inks among various 
humanities subjects. The brief description of each project includes 
costs, sources of funding, personnel conducting the program, and 
numbers of students and faculty served. Outside support from parents, 
businesses, colleges, humanities councils, and community groups is 
also included. (LH) 
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INTRODUCTION 



A centra}, goal of the Council of Chief State School 
Officer's Project on the Humanities and Schools was to 
encourage the dissemination of Information about what 
valuable thinking and stimulating planning had been done 
relating to humanities in secondary and elementary 
education. Tnls "exemplary catalog" of relevant humanities 
efforts is part of the attempt to suggest and to make 
easier and more .productive other such efforts. 

Much of the success of humanities teaching relates to 
basic realities that exist in all fields! well-trained and 
well-paid, dedicated teachers; textbooks well calculated to 
supply the information and stimulation that students need; 
and coherent curricular development that allows training in 
the humanities to be steady, cumulative, and probing. In 
part, because of the humanities focus on history and 
culture, there has been some emphasis on traditionalism in 
their teaching. At the same time, the nature of the 
humanities makes imagination and innovation in their 
presentation equally important. This catalog is intended 
simply to make more readily available information about 

some creative work to i aprove th e t e aching o f tfce 

humanities. The ideas should be of Interest and value to 
any group or school evaluating local humanities courses, 
thinking about ways to improve existing work, or 
considering the introduction of new humanities efforts. 

This exemplary catalog is intended not to be 
exhaustive, but to provide educators with sufficient 
Information to assess potential application* to their . 
needs. In many Instances, the information received or 
available was insufficient to provide a complete 
description or evaluation. So far as possible, the brief 
description of the project includes costs, the sources for 
funding, the personnel conducting the program, and the 
numbers of students and faculty served. Outside support 
from parents, businesses, colleges, humanities councils or 
community groups is also .Included. 

This catalog provides not a list of the "best" 
humanities programs, but rather examples of the variety of 
ways states can contribute to better humanities programs on 
different levels: elementary, middle or secondary; urban, 
suburban or rural; gifted or general. Some programs 
concentrate on the development of one humanities 
discipline, such as history or literature, while others 
pursue the links among various humanities subjects. 
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Procedures of Compilation 

♦ The Council of Chief State School Officer's Project on 
Humanities and the Schools gathered information concerning 
exemplary humanities programs from state education agencies 
as part of its survey of current state policies and 
activities regarding humanities instruction, completed near 
the end of 1983. State agencies forwarded curricular 
materials they had developed In the area of the humanities 
to suggest successful programs they had initiated or 
encouraged within their state, while officials designated 
by chief state school officers as "humanities contact 
persons explained some of these exemplary programs more 
fully during subsequent tele phone Interviews. Other 
inquiries to the executive directors of stare humanities 
councils, to members of the Council of State Social Studies 
Supervisors, and to committees of the National Council of 
Teachers of English, supplied further material. Finally, a 
survey of the catalogs of Educational Programs That Work , 
distributed by the National Diffusion Network of the U.S* 
Department of Education for projects in the humanities, 
suggested further options. 

r 

From this Information, seventy-six programs In the 
humanities emerged for which there was sufficient 
Information to judge their effectiveness. State education 
agencies and state humanities councils provided the data on 
most of these programs, suggest lng" the Importance of 
continuing and Improved cooperation between these' groups in 
humanities education in the schools. 

The seventy-six programs were of varying types. Over 
ten programs appeared In the following groups: writing and 
reading projects, local or state history efforts, and 
development of curricular materials. Other types of 
popular programs were teacher institutes and conferences, 
and a smaller number aimed primarily at students. From 
these projects, twenty have been selected for their 
effective representation of one of the types Identified by 
project staff. The exemplary projects as a whole have been 
included to demonstrate the range of activities available 
for adoption by other states, and within the "Project 
Highlights" section of each description the special 
qualities for Inclusion have been noted. 
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Titles Alabama Course of Study: Humanities K-12 

State: Alabama SEA involved?: Yes 
Type: General Curriculum Guide 

Date initiated: 1978 Total years: 6 

Cost: til, 500 In progress?: No 
Contact Person(s): 

Mary Beth Culp 0 i Marshall Spann 

Associate Professor Humanities Ed. Specialist 

Dept. of Youth & Adult Ed* State Dept. of Education 

College of Education, ILB 434 111 Colliseum Blvd. 

Univ. of Southern Alabama Montgomery, AL 36109 

Mobile, Alabama 36688 (205) 261-2743 
(205) 4,60-6202 

General Description: 

The Humanities Task Force was set up to determine the 
most effective means for improving Instruction within the 
humanities In the State of Alabama and was comprised of 
elementary and secondary classroom teachers, supervisors of 
> instruction, college faculty , and representatives from the 
State Department of Education* The major outcome of the 
effort was the Humanities Course of Study which' set forth 
the objectives and\ characteristics of a desirable 
humanities program and outlined ways of integrating the 
humanities into existing curricula* 1 

The perspective off the Task Force was outlined In its 
"Rationale for the Humanities," which stressed the need to 
ensure that schools In this technological age do not 
"overlook the worth- and dignity of man." Lamenting the 
erosion of "appreciation for dedication to tasks of lasting 
value, or the development of talents requiring years to 
refine," the task force argued the strong relation of the 
humanities to crucial intangibles such as compassion, 
imagination and sensitivity to the needs of others that 
combat the fragmented learning of Isolated facts* The 
humanities also give a framework which allows for self- 
understanding , careful choice, socially 'responsible action, 
and cultural interests that fuel a life long "quest for 
knowledge and understanding*" 

The task force also described some sample courses; for 
instance, a one-semester course stressed China, Greece or 
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the Renaissance and employed a chronological approach. A 
tvo~semester course focused on the peoples of the 
particular geographical, temporal, or socio-economic 
settings, such as the frontiersmen, the Puritans, or 
workers in the industrial revolution* Suggestions were 
also developed for thematic courses on topics such as the 
search for self or the individual and society* In all of 
these sample courses there was emphasis on the 
interrelationship among disciplines, the need to weigh 
, evidence in a search for truths, and the importance of 
appreciation for the creative works of differing ages and 
cultures* A bibliography was constructed for use by those 
who wanted to alter their 'current humanities offerings* 

Project Highlights: 

The comprehensive nature of Alabama's course of study, 
providing schools with models to establish an integrated 
set of courses in the humanities, or to incorporate ' 
stronger humanities emphasis within existing history or 
literature courses, makes it a useful . document* The « 
general applicability of its course materials to most 
educa tional set % lngs pr avid-en £ mo d e fc ^th^r-fori^i^t*o4a — 
might profitably consider* It also suggests procedures for 
states which have yet to evaluate their humanities 
curricula, partly because it. Involved no outside funding 
and little outside consultation* 
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Title: Creative Writing Program - Poetry '83 



State: Arizona 

Type: Reading/Writing project 

Date Initiated: 1982 (re-org.) 

Cost: $2,500 (max.) 

Contact Person(s): 

Ray Van Dlest 

Poetry Contest Coordinator 

Arizona Dept. of Education 

1335 West Jefferson 

Phoenix, AZ 85007 

(602) 255-5233 



SEA Involved?: Yes 

Total years: 2 (on-going) 
In progress?: Yes 



Carolyn Warner 

Superintendent 

State Dept. of Education 

\1535 West Jefferson 

Phoenix, Arizona 85007 

(602) 255-4361 



General Description: 

The Arizona Department of Education has conducted a 
poetry "writing contest for the last two years. During - — — 
1982, the Department of Education, the ..Greater Phoenix Area 
Writing Project and Arizona State University cooperated to 
encourage the writing of poetry* Schools— public, private 
and parochial, throughout Arizona designed poetry contests 
with the winners entering a state-leVel contest in which 
800 poems were submitted for judging* Twenty-one were 
named winners by the state judges* In conjunction with the 
state contest , "local jurisdictions honored their student 
poets by having them read'thelr work at di,st*ict board 
meetings or other school functions, having local newspapers 
print poems, or sponsoring the publication of local 
efforts* ' s 

Although Individual districts plan their local 
contests, the State Department of Education provides 
guidelines which suggest that schools should provide 
teachers with reference works on th'e teaching of poetry and 
employ a poet from the community to work with students*. 
The State Department accepts one poem from each district 
for grades 1-12, except foe the largest districts which 
may submit, two* . • 

Poems are judged by representatives of the Arizona 
Teachers oi English Association* This year, a board of 
twenty-four judged reviewed poems from each grade level and 
is announcing the winner and honorable mentions for each 
grade level In the late sptlng* Larger school districts 
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throughout tho state have established their own guides for 
writing quality poetry. The focus of the context is 
strongly tied to the necessary integration of literature 
and writing, recognising that students are apt to produce 
better poems if they frequently read good poetry within 
their language arts and English classes. Larger districts 
tie the teaching of poetry units to the the structure of 
the statewide poetry contest* ' 

Project Highlights: 

The project encouraged student writing, reading and 
appreciation of poetry, and gave recognition to especially 
deserving-work* It gave students a chance to recite their 
poems before local school boards and other community 
groups, not simply giving recognition to*. their 
accomplishments but emphasizing quality writing as an 
Integral part of the schools* goals* Finally, it used the 
process of a state poetry contest to encourage local 
education agencies to adopt guidelines and curriculum units 
on the literary quality and the writing of, poetry* 



Title: Humanists In the Schools 

State: California SEA Involved?: No 

*, 

Type: State Humanities Council Initiative ,■ 

Date lnltlate4: 1978 Total years: 5 

Cost: $5-10 ,000/school In progress?: Yes 
Contact Person(s): 

Ann M.v Pescatello t Jim Quay 

Special Projects Officer t Executive Director 

Cal* Council for Humanities Cal. Coun* for Hum* 

312 Sutter Street, Suite 601 312 Sutter Street 

San Francisco, CA 94108 • San Francisco, CA 9A108 

(415)' 391-1474 • ' (415) 391-1474 



General Description: 

■- « 

, In 1978 the California Humanities Council began Its 
Humanists In the Schools Program, a model subsequently 
adopted by other state councils* The purpose of the 
program isV to link together "schools, communities, 
universities* • • for the enhancement of education." 
Programs are planned by and for the schools, and Individual 
projects are organized by teams o,f teachers, visiting 
scholars, and local humanities people: artists, artisans 
and representatives of local cultural Institutions* 
Humanities scholar's, during their residency In a school, 
work with teachers to enhance or enrich the curriculum 
within existing courses* 

Central goals of the program are to demonstrate the 
usef ulness of humanities disciplines 'to contemporary social 
and community problems and to "reinstate the basic liberal 
arts Into public education*" The*, program has operated 
primarily In two- and three-year pilots In model districts 
throughout California* The residencies have lasted from 3 
to 6 months and are* followed by a several-day evaluation 
and planning session at the conclusion of the school year* 

Humanists In the Schools projects have Included 
scholars 'working with teachers to expand approaches to 
history, literature, foreign languages and related 
subjects; to Introduce new methods and resources to 
teachers In particular fields; to lead seminars for 
teachers or community members; and to organize field trips 
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to museums and historical sites or to set up film festivals 
on humanities tonics* . 

The National. Endowment for the Humanities established 
a challange grant providing an 85% match for funds 
generated from such sources as: Atlantic 'Richf leld 
Foundation, Glendale Federal Savings & Loan, the Peninsula 
Community Foundation and the State 6f California* 

s To date, 16 'schools and 23 scholars have participated 
In the Humanists In the Schools? program,, while 1,400 
Students have been directly affectedi Projects are 
directed toward the average student with the purpose of 
acquainting the student with* tbe t central importance of the 
humanities to their lives.' Participating scholars' must 
have Ph.Ds or be candidates for the Ph.D -In' history / 
languages, philosophy, literature, or the history and 
criticism <jof the arts. School districts adopting the 
program assign one scholar tjo each # participat ing high 
school to work with a core group of' teachers representing 
the various divisions of the secondary curriculum. 
Scholars are directly involved with ttoecore teachers* 
classes, and may also supervisee i n d ep e n t_ . a_t u dy , or o j e c t s ° 
and lecture In other classes. 

* 

Humanists In the Schools projects have encouraged 
cross-disciplinary activities., sucfy as science teachers 
Vorklng with history and English instructors to help 
students understand the wide-ranging influence of, say, 
Darwin on Victorian culture. The program is concerned with 
reaching out to the community as well, involving parents in 
field trips to museums and bringing community and cultural 
leaders into the schools. The Calif ofnia Councillor the 
Humanities, hoping the idea will be broadly adopted, has 
established model programs In rural, inner city and 
suburban districts which can easily be fitted to other 
districts wishing to adopt the program. 

Project Highlights: 

• »• • 

An important aspect 'of f.hl3 project was the initiative 
taken by the California Council .for the -Humanities in ">78: 
to Involve humanities scholars with secondary education. 
The challenge • grant from NEH encouraging the donation of 
funds from state foundations, corporations, governments and 
cpmmunlty organizations much expanded the potential of the , 
program', the direction of which has depended 4 on the needs 
and -initiative of Individual schools. 
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Title: AD ASTRA 



State: Connecticut 



SEA involved?: No 



Type: Teacher Training/Institute 



Date initiated: 1983 



Total years: 



1 



Cost: $10,138 * 



In progress?: Yes 



Contact Pereon(s): 



Robert J* Keefe 
Coordinator 



Hartford Public Schools 
249 High Street 
Hartford, Connecticut 06103 
(203) 722-8531 



Bruce Fraser 
Executive . Director 
Conn* Humanities Council 
195 Church Street 
Wealeyan Station 
Middletown, CT 06457 
(203) 347-3788 



General Description: , 

The project focused on a "magnet program 1 * In the 
classics for seventh graders at the Quirk School, located 
In one of the poorer areas of the Hartford Public School 
■system* Its goal was to Improve the curriculum through 
cooperation with academic experts at Trinity College* 
Fifteen teacfhejrs Attended two week seminars and workshops 
witb philQsopher Drew flyland and classicist James Bradley 
to refine and expand the' current curriculum* 

. The Trinity- scholars led discussions on the currlculam 
in summer seminars, funded in part by the Connecticut 
Humanities Council, with follow-up sessions In the academic 
year* The seminars grew pint of the ongoing efforts of the. 

•Greater Hartford Program for Foreign Languages and 
International Studies which included the goals of academic 
excellence,- the Involvement of a racially balanced student 
body and the utilization of an urban environment for 
multi-cultural activities. The currlculum 0 in the classics 
is based upon a two-year sequence which may start in the 
student's sophomore or junior year* Two Important 
components ot the program are students* Involvement with 

• the International and business cpmmunities of the city of 
Hartford and the active participation of local 
universities* , » v 

The classical program within the Magnet School was 
founded upon three basic tenets: 1 introduce students to the 
ideas of the major thinkers of human culture, enable 
students to understand, evaluate and apply these ideas to 



12 



<3 



A 



their daily Uvea, and stress "systematic, disciplined 
study, 'careful reading of texts, notetaklng, dictation, 
memorisation and drill," and systematic feedback and 
grading.* 

The Quirk program stresses grammar, rhetoric, logic, 
philosophy, astronomy, harmonics, <and Latin* Unlike the 
foreign 'languages and international studies program, the 
magnet school in. the claasics is directed toward junior 
high students. Program objectives include providing 
academically challenging work to demonstrate that esoteric 
subjects such as harmonics and rhetoric Van' be taught at 
the junior high level, and creating, a mo.del school to 
attract mainstream, rather than "gifted", students 
throughout Haftford. In addition, a television station 
taped a classroom in operation for viewing on a local news 
"rogram to illustrate classical instruction within an 
finner-city school. j " ^ 

Built upon the medieval Trivium and QUadrivium, the 
Classical program stresses what the staff see as the two 
most important elements of education: "'intellectual 
challadfe and structure." They accept, f he . medieval vieV of 
the universe a's "fundamentally ordered, structured and 
'unified/," an .idea. the.y perceive as. central to successful 
education. 

'".'■*• ' * ' ' 

Project Highlights t 

This local humanities project involves a number of 
noteworthy elements: the* intioducti.on of 'the classics to a 
predominately poor, -black and Hispanic" student" body at the 
seventh-grade level; the integration .of rhetoric, logic and 
philosophy with Instruction In Latin} and utilisation of 
humanities scholars from local universities in helping to 
develop tfce Quirk School* s classical curriculum. The 
stress on the medieVal Trivium and Quadrivium f or middle 
school students gives this humanities" program an unusually 
rigorous ideology and structure. 
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Titles Teachers Institute on Connecticut History 

/J? 



States Connecticut 



SEA involved?: No 



Types Teacher Training Xn*tit *.e 

Date initiated: 1980 

Coat: $76,381 (2 years) 

Contact Person(s): 

James R. Vivian 

Director, Teachers Institute 

P.O. Box 3563, Tale Station 

New Haven, CT 06520 

(203) 436-3316 ' 



General Discriptlon: 



Total years: 2 
In progress?: No 



Bruce Eraser 
Executive Director 
Conn. Humanities Council 
195 Church Street 
Wesleyan Station 
Middletown, CT 06457 
(203) 347-6888 or -3788 



The Teachers Institute on Connecticut History began in 
1980 with cooperation from a number of professional groups 
within the state. It is in particular one of the most 
successful joint efforts of higher education and the public 
schools. The Tale-New Haven Teachers Institute 
participated through which Tale faculty cooperate with 
school teachers to develop "new materials and teaching 
strategies." Other groups supporting the Teachers 
Institute on Connecticut History Included the Connecticut 
Coordinating Committee for the Promotion of History, the 
Connecticut Council for Social Studies, the Connecticut 
Historical Commission,- the New Haven Colony Historical 
Society, the Old State House Society, and the Association 
for the Study of Connecticut History. 

The 1980 Institute Involved a summer session where 
secondary teachers, with advice from faculty at Yale, 
Bridgeport and Connecticut University's, cooperated in 
establishing curriculum units on Connecticut history. 
Local school district officials attested the applicability 
of the materials to existing courses. As a result, 
thirteen curriculum units were" developed pertaining to law 
and government, religious and ethnic diversity, industrial 
development, and perlodisation, and then printed for 
general distribution arooug teachers. In addition, 
Christopher and Bonnie B. Collier compiled a 1000 item 
bibliography and wrote "An Essay Toward a Bibliography of 
Connecticut History for Teachers" which outlined resources 
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OA the history of Connecticut. A dissemination conference 
on the materials attracted 378 teachers when only 200 had 
been anticipated* A Connecticut Humanities staff report 
termed the. conference "a resounding success." 

Three Ideas lay at the heart of the development of 
these local history materials! that teenagers can "gain ° 
greater control over their own destiny If they understand 
the[lr] historical and cultural roots") that the proximity 
and availability of materials "enliven,* dramatise, and make 
concrete classroom lessons") and that Connecticut materials 
can make trends In American and often world history more 
generally relevant. 

Project Highlights; 

Much of the strength of this project came from having 
experienced teachers determine and satisfy their currlcular 
needs, with some guidance from a group of college faculty 
drawn from diverse Institutions. Local school officials * 
assured the general usage of currlcular materials by 
judging them for their suitability, and a successful 
teachers meeting helped to publicise them. The project 
created quality currlcular materials and Involved large 
numbers of organisations Interested In history 
Instruction. The support of the Yale-Ne w Haven Teachers 
Ins 1 1 1 u t « was eap eclally helpful. 

[ 
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Title; Sumner Project in English 



State: Idaho 



SEA Involved?: Yes 



Type: Reading/Writing project 



Date initiated: 1982 



Total years: 3 



Cost: $77,000 (3 years) 



In progress?: Yes 



Contact Person(s): 



Kay Chapman 

Language Arts Consultant 
State Dept. of Education 
Len B. .Jordan Office Building 
Boise, Idaho 83720 
(208) 334-2113 



Rudy Leverett 
Humanities 

State Dept. of Education 
Jordan Office Bldg. 
Boise, Idaho 83720 
(208) 334-2113 



General Description: 

During 1982, the Idaho State Department of Education 
received a grant of $23,000 .to conduct a summer project in 
English, which was renewed for 1983 and 1984. The project 
began with a two-week seminar for juniors, seniors and 
classroom teachers conducted by four master teachers: two 
outstanding English teachers in Idaho and two with national 
reputations In the teaching of writing. Fifty students and 
twenty teachers were selected as participants during the 
Summer of 1982. 



The seventy participants were divided into four 
classes. Each class worked with all of the master teachers 
in a two-week immersion in writing, poetry, plays, and 
studies in literature generally. It allowed some of 
Idaho's best high school writers to go to class with their 
peers, and with a number of Idaho teachers most skilled in 
writing-. - -.--„.. - 



The project represented an unusual situation, one In 
which students and teachers studied and worked with each 
other under the supervision and Instruction of master 
teachers. The project director noted some tension Involved 
in the unusual situation but argued that the stress 
"produced creative energy and excitement and was not 
debilitating. " Students and teachers, in a situation where 
distinctions based on status were blurred, effectively 
participated In such activities as editing," studying 
literature, and experimenting with ,new forms of writing. 
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The Fall 1992 
poena* essays 



issue of the 
a.*d works of 



Idaho English Journal published 



£1 

fiction by participants. 



Project Highlights: 



Project goals stressed that the twenty teachers would 
provide leadership in fostering excellent progress in 
English within their, schools, while the students would 
serve as models for others* Along with the unusual 
combination of teachers and students in classrooms, the 
project was also distinguished by its funding from a 
private source, the Whittengurger Foundation, a local Idaho 
institution established by an educator* Such an 
organisation suggested the type of private grantor most apt 
to fund such a project for a state education agency* 



i x 
• 
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title: Improving Writing In Illinois Secondary Schools 



Stijte: Illinois 

Type: Reading/Writing project 

Date Initiated: 1982 

Cost $197,180 (2 years, K-12) 

Contact Person(s): 

Steven Zemelman 
Illinois Writing Project 
Roosevelt University 
430 S« Michigan Avenue 
Chicago, II 60605 
(312) 341-3860 



SEA Involved?: Yes 

Total years: 2 
In progress?: Yes 



Robert Klaus 
Executive Director 
IL Humanities Council 
618 S* Michigan Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60605 
(312) 939-5212 \ 



General Description: 

This program, coordinated by the Illinois Writing 
Project through the auspices of Roosevelt University, was 
designed to Improve the writing skills of secondary 
studen_ts_ln 24 schools In Illinois* The program Is divided 
Into three stages: (1) a summer Institute where 
Instruction Is given to classroom teachers for training " \ 
other 'teachers to Improve student writing, (2) a series of \ 
ln-servlce workshops for 600 teachers, and (.3) and the 
application of the techniques taught In the Institutes and 
workshops by teachers across Illinois* This program 
affects 150,000 students* 

The Illinois Writing Project was carried out for 3 1/2 
years with ESEA Title IV-C funding, during which period the 
Project worked with 2? school districts throughout the 
state* Since 1982, the Project received support from the 
Illinois Humanities Council* The Illinois State Board of 
Education has approved the Writing Project, and has found 
In examinations of students of participating teachers, an 
improvement In their writing about twice as great as those 
taught by teachers not participating In the project* 

The Writing Project, like the National Endowment for 
the Humanities, emphasizes writing as a central humanities 
discipline* The project relates the teaching of writing to 
the study of rhetoric, linguistics, literature and history, 
and the humanists Involved In the project have broad and 
overlapping expertise In these disciplines* Important 
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humanities aspects of the program are tl focus on writing 
as a tool of thinking, and the concern viwh varying styles 
of expression in differing disciplines* 

Using ideas developed by the Bay Area Writing Project, 
the Illinois Project stresses reviews of recent theory and 
research on composition, close analysis of the 
participants* own writing, and the sharing of practical 
classroom activities. An Illinois Humanities Council 
evaluator, discussing the 1982 institutes, found the 
inservice element of the Project especially effective in 
improving classroom teaching* , 

Project Highlights: 

Although SEAs support a number of writing projects at the 
state level, Illinois' s has the distinction of involving an 
extraordinary number of teachers and students* For 
example, the current effort, involving summer institutes 
for 100 teachers at tnree Illinois colleges and 
universities, will affect 12,000 students* The Writing 
Project' s. ability to secure funding from the State's 
humanities council to continue its efforts is a precedent 
that could aid similar programs in other states which have 
been forced to reduce. or end successful activities due to 
federal cutbacks* 
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Title: Children and the Classics 
State; Indiana 
Type: Gifted and Talented 
Date Initiated: 1980 

« 

Cost; 36,973.66 

Contact Person(s) : 

« . 

Bennle >M* Collins 
2168 Arthur Street ' 
Gary, Indiana 46404 
(219) 944-8305 

General Description: 



SEA Involved?: No 

Total years; 1 
In progress?: No 



Kenneth Gladlsh 
Executive Director 
Ind. Coma, for Humanities 
3135 North Meridian 
Indianapolis, IN 46208 
(317) 925-5316 



Children and the Classics was a project sponsored by 
the Gifted and Talented Programs, K-6 of the Gary Community 
Schools in 1980-1981. This project used the humanities to 
enable teachers, parents' and young children to better 
understand human relationships, to teach values and to 
provide procedures for problem solving and decision making. 

Aimed primarily^ a^lack and Spanish-speaking 
populat es, the project Se^an^lth a summer institute 
where three" humanities scholars and^thre^ teachers " 
developed a curriculum centered on existing^ eoura*s for 
elementary school children: children's literature, 
Shakespeare for children, philosophy and logical thinking. 
Issues discussed In the program included the perpetual 
struggle between good and evil throughout history and In 
our daily lives; heroes/heroines; Identity; friends; and 
decision making. In addition to dlacussing the material,. 
children were involved In improvlsat ional theater, puppet 
/hows, dramatic readings, related craft projects and field 
trips. i*-rv-i 



The project was divided into two phases: -phase one 
focused on staff and parental training and phase two 
involved program Implementation. Humanists from the fields 
of history, ph. '.osophy and literature participated, using 
lectures, group discussion, role playing, media (video, 
film), drama, and music to achieve the scope of they 
program. Thus, children were able to begin to see life as 
continuum in which the many stages lead toward full 
development. They were encouraged to explore the depth of 
their comprehension of the themes and to relate them to 

-17- 



ERIC 



6 



present life experiences. Of the 46 children Involved In 
the summer program, a high average of 39 attended the A 
days-a-week sessions on any given day. 

... • " 8 *i 

Project Highlights} 

The program provided young children, many of them 
culturally disadvantaged, with participation In a program 
thoughtfully structured to their Interests. A broader 
humanities focus was applied to materials already In use In 
schools, and suggests a possible approach to Strengthening 
humanities programs. 



; 



Title: Humanities Project for a Rural Secondary Schools 

State: Maine . SEA involved?: Yes 

Type: Teacher Institute . > 

Date initiated: 1981 Total years: 3 

Cost: $156,000 (3 years) , In progress?: No 

Contact Person(s): 

Patricia O'Connell Jayme Sokolow 

Maine Humanities Project Div of Education Programs 

ME Dept of Educ. & Cultural Serv. Mail Stop 202 

State House, Station 23> flat Endwmt for Humanities 

Augusta, Main* 04333 Washington, D.C. 20506 

(207) 289-3451 (202) 786-0377 

General Description: 

The Maine Humanities Project, directed by ,the Maine 
Department of Educational and Cultural Services and 
supported by a grant, from the National Endowment for the 
Humanities, involved programs at ten rural high schools - 
throughout the state. The project's goals were to' enhance 
the teaching of humanities by sponsoring summer institutes 
and follow-up efforts during the academic year, the State 
Department of Education served as the link between the « 
college academic community and the high school. The 
three-year program included summer Institutes for" teachers ; 
summer conferences for administrators; humanities 
curriculum efforts within each school throughout the year; 
and statewide curriculum meetings. Students from the ten 
selected schools participated, ^n a ttfo-week study of the 
humanities and brought their enhanced enthusiasm for those 
subjects back to their classrooms. Teachers attended 
Statewide meetings throughout th& academic year to share 
Ideas and experiences and collectively develop techniques. 

Each high school developed its own courses within the 
humanities. Some typical courses set up were an 
interdisciplinary look at ethics based on classical 
sources, a study of the French-Canadian experience In 
Maine, and a historical and literary analysis of the 
culture of the 1920s. At the end of the project, it Is 
expected that each school will have generally Improved Its 
humanities curriculum. 



Recently, Main* was awarded an additional two-year 
grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities to do 
a follow-up program in ten additional high schools. 
Bowdo'in College will cooperate with the state education 
agency to demonstrate how SEAs can work with private 
institutions of higher education to improve the quality of 
teaching at the secondary level. During the first summer 
institute sessions will be devoted to teachers working 
intensely with college faculty to make a close examination 
of specific texts. During the academic year, teams from 
individiual schools will plan in-service training for their 
faculty. All programs involve teachers, administrators and 
Bowdoin faculty and set an important precedent by 
establishing lasting procedures to improve the knowledge of 
all educators concerning the quality of humanities teaching 
in these ten high schools. 

4 

Project Hig.hJ.ightsi 

This project brought about a long-term involvement of 
administrators, teachers and students in the study and 
teaching of the. 'humanities.. In addition, the focus on 
tf&ral high schools brodght students who commonly jhave less 
chance to visit' cultural institutions or use libraries with 
'substantial holding s, into contact with humanities 
instruction. The project's focus on experiment and reform 
of the curriculum within particular schools tied it to 
specific, measureable educational outcomes. In this way it 
did two things often hard to combine: it allowed for 
e x p e r i m ent wi th new progTaml and courses and yet insured a 
continued implementation independent of the Intellectual 
interests of particular individuals. 
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Title: Folger Library Teaqhers' Workshops and Shakespeare 
Festivals 



State: Maryland (& VA & D.C.) SEA Involved?: No 

• - « 

Type: Local Cultural Institution .* * 

i - 

Date initiated: 1980 Total years: 3 . 

Cost: $14,450 per year In progress?: Yes 
•Contact Pereon(s): 

Margaret H. O'Brien Elinor Sklar 

Education Coordinator MD Humanities Council > 
The Folger Shakespeare Library 516 North Charles Street 

201 East Capitol Street, S.E. Suite 304-5 

Washington, D.C. 20003 Baltimore, MD 21201 

(202) 544-7077 * « (301) 837-1938 

General Description: 

In 1980 the Folger Shakespeare Library Instituted Its 
first Teachers' Workshop and Shakespeare Festival to aid 
elementary teachers In developing Shakespearian productions 
using abridged versions of the plays* During the three 
years since this Initial effort, the project has focused on 
secondary as well as elementary students and Involved a 
variety of activities for students and teachers, Including 
teacher training through lectures and workshops on 
presentation of Shakespeare and Renaissance literature to 
grades 4-6 and 7-12, followed by dramatic presentations of 
Shakespeare by students* 

The project is currently supported by the" Maryland , 
District of Columbia and Virginia humanities councils to 
serve teachers and students In those jur sidict ions. 
Ongoing administrative costs for the program are paid by 
the Folger Shakespeare Library, but special project costs 
are partially funded by the humanities councils* As a part 
of the project's activities in 1983, teachers from the 
Washington metropolitan area (Including Maryland and # 
Virginia schools) came to the Folger for day-long workshops 
on teaching Shakespeare and directing children in 
productions of his plays* The Shakespearian Festivals, 
which followed the workshops, allowed schools to prepare 
abridged versions of the plays (20 minutes for elementary 
schools, 30 minutes for secondary schools) which students 
then presented during the festivals* Originally, the 
productions were held in local schools and churches* Since 
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1982 th>y have beeh held lh the Folger Theatre, a 
recreation of a Renaissance playhouse, thus adding another 
historical dimension to the activity, for children* 



Project Hlghllghrs; ' 



This project was "included .as, a ajb4fe%'«f£ofct .Involving 1 , 
cooperation amojig state humanities councils to fund a » 
project which serves so-hool 'childr en in each of their 
jurisdictions* In addition, it utilized «b UAiquI cultural ^ 
institution, the* Folger Shakespeare Library , wfci,ctr had 
' earlier established "educational programs and was able to - 
use- i'ts existing staff t.o pravide the knowledge necessary , 
to conduct a pxogram involving teacher institutes, dramatic 
*" presentations-,- and .public programs for parents and 'Other 
' interested adults, .The pr,otgjc'a.m had a -far-reaching * . 
dissemination effect as well, with notification reaching 
eveTy public school in the^ T are*a« It has been sufficiently 
successful to be repeat 44 a number ^of times,' 'each on an 
expanded basis. »*'#'* ' • 
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TUX*: Minnesota Humanities Task Force and Heritage for 
Tomorrow Institutes 

State: Minnesota SEA involved?) Yes^ 

• . * 

Type: statewide assessment of humanities instruction 

Date initiated: 1975 Total years: 3 

Cost: .$93,081 In progress?: No 

i 

Contact Person(s): 

Ronald H. Ronning Jeremiah Reedy 

Burnsvllle Senior High School Classics Department 

Burnsvllle, MN. 55337 Macalester College 

(612) 887-7300 St. Paul, MN 55105 



(612) 696-6000 



General Description: 



During the mid-1970s, the State of Minnesota, 
responding to requests from teachers, established a 
Humanities Task Force. This Task Force accomplished a 
number of objectives: a listing of all humanities teachers 
in the state; a survey of Minnesota colleges and 
universities to determine which offered majors and minors 
in the humanities; an exploration of the feasibility of 
establishing a "Humanities Service Center" to collect and 
disseminate materials for teachers; annual in-service 
workshops; a survey of humanities teachers to determine 
their areas of greatest concern; and humanities guidelines 
for secondary schools. The guidelines formed the basis for 
a larger publication, Articulating the Ineffable: 
Approaches to the Teaching of the Humanities , edited by 
Ronald H." Ronning and Jeremiah Reedy and republished in 
.1982 'by the University Press of America. The Task Force 
continues to meet on an informal basis. 

One of the major efforts of the project was three 
summer conferences entitled, "Heritage for Tomorrow ' 
Institutes. M . The institutes were established because a 
number o.f teachers expressed the need for assistance in 
planning and articulation of humanities programs and for 
enhancement of their abilities in interdisciplinary 
teaching. The institutes focused on the humanities 
curriculum In secondary schools and <prdvided sample 
interdisciplinary units. Over a period of three years, the 
institutes progressed from having teachers prepare a pilot 
version of an instructional unit, to revising and 
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publishing their model units, to basing 

s*cond-yearrevislons on "what works and what doesn't?** , and 
finally to oonductlng sight rsglonal workshops around the 
state to publicise successful materials produced at the 
institutes* o 

articulating the Ineffable , a culmination of Task 
Force deliberations and Institute efforts, Incorporates a 
number of topics and activities that can be pursued by 
state education agencies in improving humanities 
instruction* The work 0 considers the problem of definition, 
includes a historical overview for humanities teaching, 
details * he building -of interdisciplinary humanities units, 
and presents a discussion of the worth of the humanities in 
teaching children values. The volume is based upon the 
view that humanities Instruction should reflect the ties 
from western civilisation to the Greco-Roman traditions* 

Project Highlights: 

* 

The. project Involved an unusual degree of cooperation 
among state education agency personnel, higher education 
faculty', and teachers and administrators from local ' 
districts* In addition, It stimulated a wide-ranging 
effort to Improve humanities instruction Including} 
theoretical discussion of the changing perceptions of the 
term "humanities;** reproductions of specific unit and 
course outlines in literature, art, history, philosophy and 
poetry; and practical suggestions for establishing or 
enhancing humanities education within schools and school 
districts* The publication, Articulating the Ineffable! 
Approaches to the Teaching of Humanities , makes it possible 
for state , education agencies and local districts to 
evaluate the utility of this model In meeting their own 
needs.. 
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Title! Philosophy for Children 



State: New Jersey 



SEA involved? i Tee 



Types Philosophy 

Date initiated! 1?74 

Coatt |l73,000/year 

Contact Person(s)t 
Matthew Lipman 

Director, Inst* for the Advcmt 
of Philosophy for Children 
Montclalr State College 
Upper Montclalr, NJ 07043 
(201) 893-4277 

General Description: 



Total yearst 9' 
In progress?! Yes 



Ann Margaret Sharp 
Associate Director 
Inst* for Advcmt of 
Philosophy for Children 
Montclalr State College 
Upper Montclalr, NJ 07043 
(201) 893-4277 



Matthew Lipman, Professor of Philosophy at Montclalr 
Stute College, established the Institute for the 
Advancement of Philosophy (IAPC) as a non-profit division 
of, Montclalr State College in 1974* fhe Institute has 
developed programs in three major areas: curriculum 
development, educational research and teacher education. 
Under curriculum development, IAPC h*s constructed 
textbooks in philosophy for childrc manuals for teachers, 
and rationales for teaching phllos^/V, In the schools 
directed towards teachers, administrators, philosophers, 
and undergraduate and graduate students* 

The Institute both develops books (for teachers and 
students) and publishes a periodical, Thinking , IAPC also 
sponsors research activities to evaluate the academic 
impact of programs devised by the Institute, conducts 
workshops to aid teachers in working philosophy into the 
curriculum, and trains philosophers to conduct workshops 
for interested school districts* 

The Institute is concerned with integrating 
philosophy, which it defines as "a wealth of ideas .and 
the desclpllne of logic** into the elementary classroom to 
sharpen the thinking skills of children, especially younger 
ones who are rarely exposed to the discipline* Institute ' 
officials argue that the usefulness of philosophy to the 
improvement of a student's intellectual achievement has 
been demonstrated through a study conducted by the 
Educational Testing Service among students in Newark., New 
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Jersey who had ta^en philosophy at the elementary level. 
These students showed dramatic Improvement In reading, 
mathematics and creative reasoning* Students Involved made 
a 36% gain In mathemati cs and a 66X Jump In reading test 
scores over students who did not participate in the 
experiment* 

Philosophy, those at IAPC contend, is a subject 
naturally of (Interest to children because it focuses on 
meanings rather than Isolated facts, emphasizes thinking 
rather than memorisation and handles issues that matter to 
the children themselves* Philosophy gives children a fresh 
look at the logic contained In everyday language and gives 
them a chance to talk about friendship, fairness, reality, 
truth, being a person, and goodness-- all topics of great 
interest*" The creation of a classroom dialog leads most 
effectively to the development of reasoning abilities and 
the articulation of concepts, in a setting where "children 
learn to reason together • " The ultimate goal of the 
Institute's programs Is to make students *more reflective 
and more reasonable*" Much of the teaching is centered in 
a children's novel, Harry Stot' lemeler's Discovery , which 
raises issues of interest to young readers and presents 
topics in metaphysics, aethetics, ethics and logic without 
labeling them as 'such.. 

The book is set in a classroom where children begin to 
think about what is Involved in thinking and learn positive 
values, of non-doctrinaire education* It is currently in 
use in thousands of classroom throughout the world and has 
been translated into a number of languages*- Novels which 
supplement Harry Stottlemeler ' s Discovery probe the issues 
of forming consistent and reasonable moral and ethical 
standards, the problems in writing poetry and fiction, and 
the conflict between the demands of society and the rights 
of the individual* 

Project Highlights: 

The project has provided a clearly structured and 
effective way of. Introducing philosophy, a subject often 
deemed too difficult for young students, into elementary 
and middle schools* Its publications and the availability 
of Institute direction to aid those who would like to adopt 
its program for teaching philosophy in elementary and 
middle schools have proved successful. 



Titles Project SEARCH : The Humanities Series 

State; New York " SEA Involved?; Yes 

i 

Type; Model humanities district programs 

Date Initiated; 1972 Total years; 4 

Cost; $1,245,590 In progress?; No 
Contact Pereon(s): 

Charles J • Trupla, Director Don Bragav, Chief 

Division of General Education Bur. of Soc : . Stud. 

NY Dept of Education, Rm 679, EBA State Dept. of Ed. 

Albany, NY 12234 Albany, NY 12234 

(518) 47-4-7810 x (518) 474-5978 

General Description; 

Project SEARCH was a pilot consortium of school 
districts organised to make fundamental Improvements In 
education throughout New York. It was funded through he 
John D. Rockefeller, III' Fund and Title III of the 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act. Ewald B. Nyqulst, 
then President of the University of the State of New York, 
noted that the general goal of Project SEARCH was to 
develop an education which "teaches that all persons have 
dignity and worth [and] studies man's accomplishments, 
especially those that tend to enrich the quality of life." 
The program emphasized reasoning and methods of expression 
that would lead '.students to make Intelligent, responsible 
decisions. 

The SEARCH program published the Humanities Series, 
six booklets focused on the four educational goals of 
Project SEARCH; reasoning, the affective domain, 
Interdisciplinary learning, and values. Individual 
publications In the Humanities Series stressed critical 
thinking and reasoning, developing Instructional objectives 
for humanities programs, the aesthetics of film and 
television, designing Interdisciplinary programs, values, 
and life-coping skills. k 

Published In 1976 t these booklets continue to provide 
useful guidance for humanities instruction in general. The 
essay on thinking Is a handbook aiding teachers in the 
presentation of units on critical thinking and fallacies, 
and Includes sample questions and issues for students. The 
booklet on interdisciplinary studies focuses on the 
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benefits of Interdisciplinary teaching and the structures 
and cooperation necessary for it to thrive* The guide to 
developing instructional objectives for humanities programs 
"Suggests ways of determining content, goals and methods in 
setting up courses with minimal friction* 

Project Highlights! 

» 

The linkage among the districts of Project SEARCH 
(representing rural, urban, and suburban districts, public 
and private schools, and elementary and secondary levels),- 
the state education agency, and New York institutions of 
higher education was unusually extensive, and the 
intellectual quality and scope of materials produced was 
impressive* The works which focus on philosophical issues 
are especially useful for schools where the subject is 
rarely taught* The breadth of the effort makes the 
materials worthy of consideration in developing comparable 
efforts* In addition, the cost and extent of the program 
make it difficult to replicate and indicate the wisdom of 
utllizl g materials developed through project SEARCH rather 
than duplicating them elsewhere* 
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Titles North Carolina History 3 unmet Institute 



State i North Carolina 



SEA involved?* Yes 



Types Teacher Training Institute 



Date initiated! 1983 



Total yearst 2 



Costs $$2,335 



In progress?! Yes 



Contact Person(s) t 



Billie D. Gaines 
Nstional Humanities faculty 
1733 Lowergate Drive 
Atlanta, Georgia 30322 
(404) 329*5788 



Brent Glass 
Executive Director 
NC Humanities Council 
112 Foust Building, UNC-G 
Greensboro, N.C. 27412 
(919) 379-5325 



General Descriptions 



This project involved an intensive two-week National 
Humanities Paculty Summer Institute in Greensboro for 
eighth grade teachers to prepare them to teach a 
state-required course in North Carolina history. The North 
Carolina Department of Public Instruction and the state's 
humanities committee identified the training of social 
studies teachers for the new course as an immediate 
Instructional need. The 1983 Summer Institute was the 
initial activity in what 1* expected to be a three-year 
program Involving the National Humanities Paculty, the 
North Carolina State Department of Education, public school 
teachers and faculty from state colleges and universities. 

The long-term project, "North Carolina History in the 
Jchoolst A Past and a future" involves funding from the Z. 
Smith Reynolds Foundation as well as the North. Carolina 
Humanities Committee. The 1983 Summer Institute focused on 
the subject matter of North Carolina history, 4 historical 
methods of scholarship, the newly-adopted textbook, North 
Carolina* The History of an American State , and techniques 
of working in relation to history. Some stress on aspects 
of North Carolina culture like music, art, and folk* tales ' 
broadened the historical perspective. 

♦ 

Suggestions were also developed about preparing 
lectures and leading discussions in relation to the 
required state history textbook. 

Members of the NHP faculty and professors from North 
Carolina colleges worked as peers with participating 
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teachers la planar? sessions, seminars, and small planning 
groups* The National Humanities Faculty, has aided hundreds 
of schools and school districts over the last 15 years in 
improving the teaching of humanities subjects. Its faculty 
is made ufr of scholars from across the country, and its 
national Board of Trustees and staff create and coordinate 
NHP policies. NHF employs two basic methods in helping 
schools to Improve teaching and' learning in the humanities » 
ln-servlce programs for teachers >and administrators to 
enhance the quality of tests and other classroom materials* 
and summer or other out-of-term institutes which "provide 
intensive »tudy and collaboration away from •••daily 
demands." The summer institutes allow time for "intensive 
study of issues, texts, curriculum, and teaching method*." 
Teachers from different schools can share their expc «s 
and develop a colleglal approach to Intellectual end* e* 
and pedagogical techniques. 

• ■ 

Project Highlights: 

"„ This project was a timely response to a newly-adopted 
state educational requirement which drew support from the 
National Humanities Faculty, the North Carolina Department 
of Public Instruction and the North Carolina Humanities 
Committee. It gave practical aid in , many directions to 
teachers who needed to prepare quickly and effectively for 
the Introduction of the new course. Other noteworthy 
aspects of the project are the use of "necessity of the 
moment" to incorporate general humanities Instruction and a 
longer-term activity. 
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Title I Phaedrus Grant Program 



State I Pennsylvania SEA Involved?: No 

Types Competition/State Humanities Council Initiative 

i 

Date initiated! 1981 Total years s 3 

Costs $100,000/year (approx*) in progress?! Yes 
Contact Peraon(s): 

a 

Craig Elsendrath 
Executive Director 
Pennsylvania Humanities Council 
A01 N. Broad Street, #818 
Philadelphia, PA 19108 
(215) 925-1005 

General Descriptions 

In response fo the appeal of the Rockefeller Report, 
"The Humanities in American Life," for enhanced attention 
to humanities instruction at the elementary and secondary • 
level, the Pennsylvania Humanities Council set up a special 
Phaedrus. Grant program* The rim of this program was to 
elicit two types of proposals: those involving discussion 
of humanities instruction in the schools, and those 
creating and implementing humanities programs either |n or 
'outside of the school, structure* The Council determined 
that school districts could not 'apply directly for funds 
"to prevent the program from becoming a simple supplement 
to state or district funding*" * 

The types of projects funded under the Phaedrus Grant 
program were wide-ranging* Many involved methods, of 
organizing humanities instruction within the classroom 
including a workshop on the need for better cooperation in 
external humanities teaching between projects and 
elementary and secondary schools* Other projects included 
an Institute in urban public history which offered guidance 
in the compiling of a community history; a series of events 
Involving field trips to local cultural Institutions, for 
250 children entitled "Making the Curriculum Real" j and 
additional projects focused on Individual disciplines and 
topics* For example, a program for 15 Philadelphia schools 
on the history and nature of architecture; a four-week 
summer program on everyday life during the Victorian era; 
and a project on the history of the region's various 
religious faiths* 
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Variously structured,' these protects included the 
development of Individual curricular units, field trips, 
dramatic productions, teacher workshops, slide-tape 
presentations, workshops for students led by humanities 
scholars and cultural leaders, re-creations of a historical 
setting /or elementary students, oral history projects, and 
lecture-demonstrations concerning native American culture. 

Guidelines for applications under the Phaedrus Grant 
Program note that parent-teacher groups as well as ad hoc 
groups dedicated to Improving humanities instruction in the 
• schools are eligible to apply* Priority is given to 
demonstration projects "which have carefully planned 
methods of Integration into the school system,** and to 
programs which can demonstrate their efforts are Innovative 
beyond the current school curriculum* Other than the focus 
on the schools, Pennsylvania's Phaedrus Grant Program 
employs the Council's standard requirements for a public 
humanities program for the out-of-school adult population* ■ 



This program is a model for state humanities councils, 
or state education agencies, to encourage and finance the 
ideas of local education agencies or private groups in 
developing humanities activities of special relevance to 
their schools and communities* It stimulated local and 
personal initiatives regarding humanities within the 
schools without significantly increasing expenditures of 
state education agencies* The guidelines developed by the 
Pennsylvania Humanities Council are helpful for other 
funding sources proposing similar , activities* 



Project Highlights: 




V 
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Title! The Legacy of Roger Williams 



State: R>«rde Island 
T y p ev^^C o mp e t i t i on 
Date initiated: 1983 
Cost! (70,000 
Contact Person(s)! 

K g 

Natalie Robinson/Samuel Hough 
Project Directors 
RI Committee for the Humanities 
463 Broadway 

Providence, Rhode Island 02909 
(401) 273-2230 

General Description! 



SEA involved?! No 

Total years! 1 
In progress?! Yes 




Thomas Roberts 
Executive Director 
RI Comm. for the Hum* 
463 Broadway 
Providence, RI 02909 
273^2,50 • *> 



This project commemorated the 300th anniversary of the 
leath of Roger Williams, Rhode Island* s founder. The 
program, scheduled for 1983-84, includes several 
components: a touring exhibit on Roger Williams; a Roger 
Williams Lecture featuring a nationally prominent humanist; 
a conference of humanities instructors from higher and 
secondary education; a touring "theater" involving 
actor /researchers who portray Roger Williams and Anne 
Hutchinson in schools; a student essay contest; and an 
award to be granted by the Rhode Island Committee for the 
Humanities for the outstanding secondary school humanities 
£ y^chex_of the year. , 

The touring exhibit and accompanying study guide on 
Roger Williams, The Roger Williams Lecture, similar to the 
Jefferson Lecture sponsored by NEH , will allow a prominent 
humanist to speak on a topic within his or her own field. 
The dramatic presentations on Roger Williams and Anne 1 
Hutchinson will be followed by discussions of iau. :s of 
conscience and will build upon the study guides distributed 
to students and teachers. The student essay contest, with 
cash prizes to the winners, provides Rhode Island students 
with an opportunity to explore the intellectual legacy of 
Roget Williams; students select topics from those pertinent 
to the concerns of Williams and his contemporaries. In 
1984 the Rhode Island Committee for the Humanities will 
Inaugurate an annual award to a secondary schoolteacher in 
a humanities discipline. Local administrators and teachers 
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will nominate contestants, and th« winner will receive ,4 
substantial cash sun. 



Project*, Highlights t 

The development of a major new commitment to 
humanities in the schools by the Rhode Island Committee for 
the Humanities organised around the 300th anniversary of 
Roger Williams* death, is an innovative use of an important 
commemoration in the state's history. The competitive 
aspects of the project are especially impressive. Teachers 
and students seldom gain monetary rewards or public 
recognition for achievements in humanities areas. However, 
this effort rewards students for writing essays about major 
questions of values, and honors an outstanding teacher for 
sustained excellence in humanities instruction' in ways that 
should bring significant attention to the humanities. The 
dramatic presentation in the schools should also stimulate 
discussion of Important humanities questions. 
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Title: Japan; An Interdependent Nation 



State: Utah 



SEA involved?: Yes 



Type: Conference 



Date initiated: 1982 



Cost: $46,534.71 
Contact Person(s): 



To^al years: 1 
In progress?: No 



Carol Browning, Director 



Delmont Oswald 



Inst, for Studies in Humanities Executive Director 



General Description: 

"Japan: An Interdependent Nation** was a two-day 
seminar on Japan using the perspectives of individual 
humanities disciplines. It preceded Japan Awareness , week 
and provided valuable information for those teaching about 
Japan in the public schools. The seminar included lectures 
by noted scholars, small group discussions*, and resources 
for a "hands on" use of humanities materials. The seminar, 
although open to the general public, was expressly Intended 
for teachers K-12. The University of Utah awarded a 
quarter hour of graduate credit for teachers who attended, 
and the Utah State .Office of Education offered travel 
scholarships to two teachers from each school district. 

The seminar was sponsored by an impressive variety of 
institutions including the Consulate of Japan at San 
Francisco, the Institute for Studies in the Humanities, the 
Japanese American Citizens League, the ^Snowbird Institute 
for Arts and Humanities, Stanford University* s Program on 
International and Cross-Cultural Education, the University 
of Utah, the "Utah State Office of Education and the Utah 
Endowment for the Humanities. The program explored the 
religion, history a id culture of Japan in sessions such 
as: "Buddhism, Christianity and Shintoism in Japan"; 
"Castle Towns: An Introduction to Tokugawa Japan"; and 
"The Rabbit in the Moon: Japanese Folktales." Other 
sessions were devoted to general pedagogical approaches to 
integrating aspects of the Japanese experience and geared 
to differing grade levels: "Activities on Japan for the 
Elementary Qlassroom"; "The Japanese-American Experience in 
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Utah"j and "Grcwing Up Japanese," a filmland discuasion for 
grades 6*12* 



Special activities on Japanese art and culture 
Included a tour of the Japanese Art Collection of the Utah 
Museum of Fine Arts* and workshops on calligraphy, flower 
arrangement and Japanese musical instruments* Speakers at 
the .seminar included the Japanese Consul for Cultural 
Affairs, Yasuaki Ono; Dr. David Grossman of Stanford 
University; Drs. Paul Hyer and Larry V. Shumway, from 
Brlgham Young University and Dr. Lennox Tlerney of the 
University of Utah. 



Project Highlights! 



0 



This project Involved a large number of divergent 4 
institutions interested'* in promoting the study of Japan in 
schools, which led to substantial cash and in-kind 
contributions from the institutions, supplemented by a 
grant from the Utah Endowment for the Humanities. The 
project Integrated a variety of disciplines, Intellectual 
concerns and cultural materials.. Program organisers were 
able to use the Impetus of public concern over economic 
competition with Japan and the nature* of its industrial 
structure, to move toward a broader understanding of the. 
nation related to its secular and religious culture. A 
Utah Endowment for the Humanities staff member noted the 
strong humanities content of seminar presentations and 
praised the project *s outstanding organization, terming it 
"one of our best** 
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Titles Problems Pacing Humanities Education In Sec Schools 

» . ■ / 

States Virginia SEA involved? : No 

Typ«: Conference ♦ 

Data Initiated j 1983 Total years: 1 

Coat:- $26,717.27 I« progress?: No 
Contact Person(s): 

i 

Robert Vaughan Robert L. Entsminger 

^Virginia Humanities Pndn. Associate Director 
18 Weat Range , " Ctr for Programs in Hum 

University of Virginia VA Polytechnic Univ. 

Charlottesville, VA 22903 Blacksburg, VA 24061 

(8b4) 924-3296 (703) 961-5016 

General Description: . * 

" • * . * 

This threerday conference held at Virginia. Tech » 
focused on three aspects of humanities instruction in 
Vlrglnla*8 secondary schools: (1) what ate specific 
challenges to humanities education in secondary schools? 
(2) what kinds of programs work best? (3) what 
possibilities exist for cooperation between secondary 
schools and Institutions .of higher education? It was 
; organized by the Center for Programs in the Humanities of 
the College of Arts and Sciences and funded In part by the 
Virginia Foundation for the Humanities. and Public Policy. 

Those in attendance included public and private 
secondary school teachers, administrators and school board 
members, and humanities scholars and -university 
administrators. Panels on the program focused on special 
problems faced by teachers and administrators, exemplary 
humanities programs, in Virginia schools, and cooperation 
between Virginia's secondary schools and its colleges and 
universities. Workshops; led by secondary and college 
faculty, focused on individual humanities subjects. The 4 
closing session concerned the role of the state humanities 
council, in Improving humanities instruction in Virginia. 

,, ' « 

The proceedings of this conference were printed as The 
Humanities in Virginia's Secondary Schools , and in their 
introduction, joint directors Robert L. Entzmi'nger and 
Thomas C. Hunt noted its efforts to respond to the 
recommendations of the Rockefeller Commission and the more 
recent National Commission on Excellence in Education. ' The 
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confeience allowed members of school boards to discuss 1 the 
conflicting demands for' areas of instruction, teachers to 
discuss local projects on Appalachian studies, philosophy 
in the secondary curriculum and History Day in Virginia 
schools* Following panels focusing on the importance of 
administrators in furthering the humanities and on 
individual projects, the conference concluded with 
workshops on the relationship of subject areas to the 
humanities generally. 

• 

The workshops dealt with topics of special reference 
to their disciplines} what element of the arts can be 
considered humanities scholarship? In what way is English 
"a skill discipline of Ui'e skills — filling out an 
application. • .etc." and to what degree does it .help 
students to "sense the aesthetic dimensions of their lives, 
and understand themselves and their place in the world"?; 
also, the ways in which foreign languages provide 
"sensitivity to the plurality of cultures within American 
society and the world." Conference proceedings Included 
the issues raised in each of the subject area workshops. 

Project Highlights: 

Virginia's conference was Included because it is a 
model for those states which have not yet he!4 a statewide, 
conference on the teaching of the humanities, in the public 
schools. The features worthy of note, were the broad 
Involvement of teachers, local school board members, state 
and local administrators and college and university 
faculty; the attempt at definition both of humanities as a 
general concept and as separate subject areas; the 
reproduction of the conference's proceedings for the use of 
school* personnel throughout the state; and current examples 
of cooperative efforts between higher education And 
secondary schools. The meeting was a timely response to "A 
Nation at Risk" noting that Its "employing the language of 
national defense to express the urgency of the crisis in 
education." has "tended to concentrate attention on the need 
to improve the quality of instruction in mathematics and 
sciences." Its goal was thus to assure that the humanities 
were a ""prominent item" in any attempt to assesss the 
quality of secondary education. 
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Title* High School - Muiic in Humanities 

States Wisconsin SEA involved? t No 

Typui Music 

••• 

, * i 

Date initiated: 1967 Total years i 11 



Cost! 11200 
Contact Ferson(s) t 
John Sutte 

V 220 N 6151 Townllne Road 
Hamilton High School 
Sussex, VI 33069 
(414) 246-6471 

/ 

General Descriptions 



In progresses No 



This program, developed during the late 1960s, 
centered on auslc but encompassed English, art and social 
studies, the major goals of the program were to 
investigate the ways in 'which music was central to the 
human spirit. Students were asked to "experience the Joy 
of music'' as listener, creator and performer and to explore 
the various aspects of music and how they are shaped. They 
also studied the placement of music in its historical and 
cultural context. The study was divided among types of 
music (folk, popular, concert, ethnic) , while historical 
periods formed its sequence t Ancient Orient, Classical 
Greece, Medieval Europe; Romantic Europe, Contemporary 
America, etc. These units were then divided into four 
activities including outlining the musical characteristics 
of a single period, singing or playing representive works 
from the period and researching the range and cultural 
origins of a period's music using library resources. 

A typical unit, i.e., one on the Ancient Orient, 
divided instruction into the following topless an 
introduction to non-Western music; The Indian raga and 
tala; Hindustani and Carnatic traditions; and an overview 
of Chinese opera. .Films of a Chinese opera and Japanese 
Kabukl gave students a clearer sense of Asian musical 
forma. 

Originally conceived as an enrichment activity for 
college-bound youth, the program expanded its focus to 
reach out to all students who have traditionally been 
omitted from the schools' musical mainstream of band, 
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chjorus and orchestra. The program was not directed to 
thehighly musical but to "the other 50 percent." Students 
who elected to take the humanities sequence could do so for 
three years, attending the class for a two-hour period each 
week during their sophomore, junior and senior years. 
Student demand was heavy during the time the humanities 
sequence was offered, and enrollment had to be limited to a 
"first come, first served" basis. 

This program at Hamilton High School was selected as 
exemplary by the Wisconsin School Music Association, in 
part because of its effective integration with humanities 
disciplines. A visiting team from the School Music 
Association enthusiastically approved of learning about the 
improvisatory nature of Indian music and its 16 bar 
rhythmic groups and studying illustrations of the altar, 
tabla 'and tambours. The Association also praised the 
performances of students who normally did not take music or 
cultural classest "it was encouraging 1 to watch young 
people... read and listen to poetry without inhibition and 
sing and play without fear of cenaure but with the 
expectation of strong peer approval." 

Project Highlights: 

. Unlike most courses intended for the musical, this 
program successfully .combined the experience of music with 
a rich cultural understanding of its origins. It dealt 
forthrlghtly with the social roots of a natlon'a music and 
of those who perform and listen to it. This led to some 
controversy, but also to an unusually comprehensive and 
lntellectualy provocative treatment of past and current 
music. 
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Title s Humanities Education In Wyoming's Public Schools 
Stats t Wyoming SEA Involved?! Yes 

Types Statewide assessment of humanities instruction 
Date initiated* 1982 Total years. 1 1/2 

Cos4t |11,492 In progress?! No 

Contact Person(s)t 



Alan. 6 • Wheeler, Director. 
General Programs Unit 
State Dept. of Education 
Hathaway Building 
Cheyenne, WY 82002 
(307) 777-7675 

General Description* 



Phyllis Messer 
Project Director 
872 North Sixth 
Laramie, Wyoming 82070 
(307) 742-2328 

4 



The Wyoming Humanities Education Task Force began with 
a grant from the Wyoming Council for the Humanities to the 
Wyoming Association for Supervision and Curriculum 
Development* The Task Force was made up of twelve 
professionals from all education levels and Included state 
and local representatives* Focusing on grades 6-12, the 
task force assessed the humanities curriculum, teacher 
preparation in the humanities, and Incentives and 
impediments to Improved instruction* 

The Task Force accepted the definition of the 
humanities as a group of disciplines while recognising the 
important capacities which are acquired primarily through 
these subjects* It recognised, as well, that the 
humanities are for all students and, indeed, found them 
most Important for the student not planning to attend 
college, for, whom secondary school "may provide the only 
supervised exposure to the humanities which they receive*" 

In carrying out thelf assessment of the humanities in 
Wyoming schools. Task Force members considered a range of 
materials, including the high school graduation 
requirements for Wyoming's local districts, course 
descriptions for humanities classes throughout the state, 
and the transcripts of teachers, grades 6-12, to determine 
the number of undergraduate and graduate humanities courses 
completed' by the Wyoming teaching force generally* 
Numerous interviews with administrators, school board 
members, and humanities teachers were also conducted* . 
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Although local graduation requirements reveal a 
growing emphasis on basic skills, teachers and school board 
members demonstrated a strong belief In the central 
Importance of the humanities* Nearly three-quarters of the 
board members thought philosophy should be taught as an 
elective, while almost half thought foreign languages 
should be required. Yet interviews with' student teachers 
from the University of Wyoming documented that 61X took 
neither philosophy nor foreign languages while SIX took no 
art appreciation* Current teachers averaged 50 
undergraduate hours in the humanities, but graduate 
training' in the area was "disappointingly low", even for 
humanities teachers* 

•* ■ 
Task Force recommendat ions stressed the need for 
parents and teachers to expect greater student achievement,, 
to require students "to raise questions, to think and read 
critically, and to take greater responsibility for , the 
conditions of their lives." The report urged teachers to 
enhance their own training in the humanities through 
additional courses and in-service training* Administrators 
were encouraged to develop Improved instructional programs, 
provide released- time for teachers to attend humanities 
programs, and establish "district-wide seminars where 
teachers and administrators meet to discuss important texts 
and ideas*" School board members were asked to Increase 
the number of in-service days required of teachers and to 
Insure the availability of high quality humanities 
in-service programs* Institutions of higher learning, 
including colleges of education, were advised to review 
their graduation requirements in light of the Importance of 
the humanities* Finally, the state education agency was 
asked to "provide a vehicle for recognizing and 
disseminating Information about exemplary humanities 
programs" and to encourage the State Board of Education to 
require a minimum number of humanities courses for all 
areas of teacher certification* 

Project Highlights? 

This Task Force gathered a unique range of Information 
concerning the current status of humanities Instruction in 
a single state* Its members gained a broad picture of the 
humanities as taught in Wyoming schools and the humanities 
education of the state's teachers* 
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